
 

 

 

 

West London Free School  

History Teaching Conference  
 

at Palingswick House, 241 King Street, London W6 9LP  

on 25th February 2017  

 

The West London Free School is very excited to be hosting its first history teaching conference on Saturday 

25th February 2017. The conference aims to provide a place for those who are interested in the teaching of 

an academically rigorous and knowledge rich history curriculum to share, debate and discuss. Everyone from 

the national history teaching community is welcome. The conference will run from 10am until 4pm at 

Palingswick House in Hammersmith, W6 9LP (see venue details below).  

 

Speakers include:  

Hywel Jones (Headteacher, West London Free School)  

A welcome to West London Free School. Our principles and ethos.  

 

Professor Robert Tombs (Historian, Faculty of History at the University of Cambridge) 

Why teach your own country's history? 

What to teach in history is always controversial. Not only do views differ on pedagogy, but underlying this 

are conflicting messages and ideologies. Can teaching your own country's history add to the difficulties or 

help us to cope with them? 

 

Michael Fordham (Assistant Headteacher, West London Free School)  

Assessment at Key Stage 3  
 
With the end of National Curriculum levels and no centrally-mandated replacement, schools have a great 
opportunity to re-design their assessment systems along more intellectually-robust lines. It is a shame, 
therefore, that so many history departments are having to employ generic assessment structures imposed 
by senior leaders. This workshop looks at some of the possibilities that history departments might use that 
both meet the demands of senior leaders and are honest to the structures of the discipline of history. 
Particular issues addressed in this workshop will include the use of multiple-choice tests, source 
anthologies and comparative marking. 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

Christine Counsell (Director of Education, Inspiration Trust)  

The elephant in the room: knowledge 

Historical knowledge.  What is it? It seems so obvious to history teachers that historical knowledge is vital 

that very often it isn’t talked about (other than in exhausted moans about the challenge of ‘covering content’ 

at GCSE).  But more reflection on what it is and what it does could help us harness its nurture more 

effectively and serve everything else we’re trying to do.   Quite apart from its more obvious role in stopping 

pupils from asking if 1923 was before or after World War I, knowledge clears headspace to think, it drives 

curiosity, it leads to fluent recognition of abstract terms such as “treaty”, “public opinion”, “parliament” or 

“federal”, it underpins analytic precision and it stops pupils writing “…and then there was an appeasement 

in Germany”.  Christine will argue that far from being a Gradgrindian imposition, thorough attention to 

knowledge growth, in history teaching and assessment, is liberating. Knowledge is the best friend of 

creativity and criticality, of argument and debate. The disadvantaged child, in particular, needs systematic 

knowledge teaching if they are to enter the community of educated people, grasp its reference points and 

join its debates.  

 

Ben Walsh (Associate Vice President Historical Association) 

Teaching the tricky stuff and developing a historical mindset: meaningful approaches to 

contemporary sources and historical interpretations for ordinary pupils in ordinary classrooms 

Many pupils find the effective use of sources and the study of interpretations a struggle. Research, plus 

experience and observation suggest that part of the reason for this is that pupils need help in 

understanding the mindset of the historian – that history is a discipline as much as a body of content. The 

aim of this session is to examine approaches and resources which can help pupils develop this mindset 

and master the use of sources and engage effectively with historical interpretations.  

 

John Blake (History Consultant, Harris Federation) 

Practical suggestions for building a knowledge-rich curriculum and assessment model - the 

experience of the Harris Federation History Hub 

This session will outline the way in which the Harris Federation's two History Consultants have gone about 

building on existing work in the Federation to promote and embed a knowledge-rich curriculum and develop 

a meaningful assessment framework at Key Stage 3. 

 

Rachel Foster (Faculty of Education, University of Cambridge)  

Historians in the classroom: some practical reflections on the place of historical scholarship in 

school history 

This session will explore some of the rationales for using historical scholarship in the classroom.  Drawing 

on a range of practical examples Rachel will share her experience of using historical scholarship and reflect 

on how it has informed and shaped her professional practice. There will be a particular focus on how 

scholarship can help teachers to craft enquiries that are both rigorous and engaging and how it might be 

shared directly with pupils of all abilities across the secondary age range.  

 

 

 



 

Heather Fearn (Director of Curriculum, Thetford Academy) 

What Knowledge? What types of prior historical knowledge best assist subsequent learning? 

This session will interest those curious to explore the implications of E.D. Hirsch's core knowledge 
curriculum ideas and also those already grappling with the practicalities of developing a knowledge-rich 
history curriculum in their school. Heather will explain the results of her research in this area and explores 
the fascinating implications of that research for curriculum design. 

 

Robert Peal (Author of the KS3 text book series Knowing History and History Teacher, West London Free 

School)  

‘Turn to page 394.’ How textbooks can be used to deepen historical understanding, encourage 

independent learning, and inspire a love of history 

This session will discuss explore the role of textbooks in developing a rigorous, knowledge-based 

curriculum at Key Stage 3. It will discuss how a core text, far from limiting pupils’ subject diet, should lie at 

the heart of a good curriculum. The session will help history teachers who want to rethink their Key Stage 3 

curriculum find a means of doing so, in a way that minimises teacher workload, and maximises pupils’ 

enjoyment and understanding of history.  

 

Louis Everett (Head of History, West London Free School)  

Reading, writing and regular testing: key principles underpinning, and practical examples from 

West London Free School’s brand new history curriculum 

This session will outline the key principles underpinning the West London Free School history department’s 

very recent and ongoing curriculum design. Louis will share his experience of working to design a 

knowledge-rich curriculum so pupils can build essential substantive and discipline knowledge across Key 

Stages 3, 4 and 5. This session will provide a range of practical examples of the department’s work whilst 

explaining how teacher workload has been minimised in the process.  

 

Vartan Tamizian (Lead Practitioner of History and Head of EPQ, West London Free School)  

Using narrative construction as a tool for knowledge consolidation and helping develop analytic 

causal thinking 

As both a historical mode of thought and form of text, narrative has often been under-utilised in the 

classroom in contrast to the wider field of history. This session will explore different strategies for helping 

pupils construct their own narratives, the benefits of encouraging pupils to do so, and how these narratives 

can then be used to deepen pupils’ analytic causal thinking. It will be based on the use of narrative in the 

KS3, GCSE, and A-Level schemes of work at the West London Free School and feature examples of these 

strategies and outcomes. 

 

Davina Thompson (Head of Classics, West London Free School) 

Teaching Classics at West London Free School 

What is Classics? History? Language? Literature? Does it need to be a standalone subject or can it be 

covered elsewhere? Do you need to be a subject specialist? This session will engage with these questions 

whilst exploring the relevance of Classics within a curriculum for all. Davina will share how she has designed 

a KS3 curriculum to incorporate the teaching of Latin, Ancient History and Classical Civilisation. It will also 

explore how the WLFS Classics department have collaborated with History department to establish 

meaningful connections across the curriculum. 



James Carroll (History Teacher, Esher College)  

Grammar. Nazis. Might the grammatical release the conceptual? 

Jim will argue that the language of formal written argument needs to be explicitly modelled to pupils; and that 

the guiding principle regarding which language should be selected for modelling should be whether it occurs 

in academic historical scholarship. With examples from his practice, Jim will argue that this is not simply an 

issue of ‘style’. Instead modelling academic scholarship is the only sure way to ensure that students’ induction 

into the discipline of history is not knocked off course.  

 

Cost:  

Qualified Teachers - £30  Newly Qualified Teachers - £20  Trainee Teachers – Free 

 

To buy your ticket or reserve your place, please click the following link: 

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/event/151811 

 

How to Find Us: 

Venue 

West London Free School, Palingswick House, 241 King Street, London W6 9LP. To view our position on a 
map, please follow this link:  http://www.wlfs.org/How-to-find-us/ 

Transport links 

Palingswick House is well served by public transport. The nearest Underground stations are Ravenscourt 
Park (District Line) and Hammersmith (Piccadilly Line and Hammersmith & City Line). The following bus 
routes stop just outside the school: 27, 266, 267, H91, 190, 391. 

 Accessibility 

Our school will do whatever we can to provide access for pupils, staff and visitors with disabilities. Please 
contact us on 020 8600 0670 in advance of your visit if you have any specific requirements.  

If you have any queries regarding the conference please do not hesitate to contact Louis Everett, Head of 

History at West London Free School, by email at l.everett@wlfs.org.  
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